[Feasibility and radicality of PEP-chemoradiation therapy in oral squamous cell carcinoma].
From 1981 to 1987, 26 patients with oral malignancies, previously untreated squamous cell carcinomas, were treated by chemoradiation therapy, which consisted of Linac irradiation (2 Gy/d) under continuous intraarterial administration of 1.6 mg/d peplomycin (PEP). Twenty of these 26 patients did not undergo resection of the primary sites during initial hospitalization. Radicality of the PEP chemoradiation therapy was assessed after a long-term follow-up. Patients of Stage I to IV numbered 4, 7, 1 and 8, respectively. Total dosage was 60 Gy of Linac irradiation under 80-110 mg infusion of PEP. Overall CR rate and actuarial 5-year-survival rate were 75% and 63%, respectively, while these rates were 92% and 83%, respectively, for the Stage I to III cases, but 50% and 29%, respectively, for the Stage IV patients. Actuarial 5-year-survival rate of the CR Stage I to III cases was 91%, significantly higher than that of Stage IV cases (66%). We conclude the following: (1) This treatment is not indicative for patients with only a limited evaluation of PR available in the early stage of the therapeutic course. (2) Limited or uncertain response might occur in Stage IV cases. (3) The prognosis for the great majority of Stage I to III patients, however, is excellent.